NAME

Hello Students!

Welcome to Advanced Placement Human Geography. I am eager to meet each of you. It is going to be a
fun year! People often ask, “What is AP?”” An AP class is taught as a college course, but taken in high
school. An AP class differs from an honors or gifted class, because the textbook and material are college
level. Additionally, students have the opportunity to earn college credit by achieving a qualifying score
on the AP exam taken in May. All students will move at the pace required to be ready for the test, and I
hope all students will take the AP exam in May.

What is Human Geography? This is not a History class, nor do we focus only on physical geography.
Rather, we discuss population trends, culture, global politics, agriculture, industry, and urbanization.

While the expectations are high, I will help you transition to high school AP classes in a careful way.
You will be challenged, but you will also be supported. The class is meant to give you a solid base to
further your academic career at C.E. Byrd. If you will put forth the required effort to make the most of
this opportunity, you will reap the benefits!

The summer assignment is in this packet. Please DO NOT wait until the last minute to complete the
assignment. You should have everything completed and with you on the first day of school. You can
always contact me with questions over the summer via email at mgspeyrer@caddoschools.org.

Note to Parents and Guardians: Please encourage and support your student as they take this journey into
an AP course. You should check their grades often. Do not hesitate to ask questions of myself, but the
best place to start is with your child!

Benefits of AP Human Geography:

Strong correlations exist between AP success and college success.

Rigorous course loads make you stand out when applying for colleges and scholarships.
Earn college credit if you score three or higher on the AP Exam.

Preparation for other courses that you will take as an upperclassman and in college.

AP teachers work closely with their students, giving them the opportunity to reason, analyze, and
understand for themselves. As a result, AP students frequently find themselves developing new
confidence in their academic abilities and discovering their previously unknown capacities
academic success.

I look forward to having you in class! Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions or
concerns.

Sincerely,

Monica Speyrer



AP Human Geography Summer Assignment

Task #1

PLACE EXPLORATION USING ESPN ANALYSIS: Spend some time this
summer exploring an unfamiliar place! Go somewhere... ANYWHERE! It can
be nearby, right around the corner, a local landmark, another town, or even
another country. It just needs to be a place that you are physically IN! As you
are taking in the place around you, notice what makes it unique. Throughout
this class, we will use the acronym ESPN to describe the economic, social,
political, and environmental characteristics of a place. On the next page, fill
in FOUR observations for each category about the place you explore. Use
the chart below as a guide to assist you in understanding ESPeN!

ECONOMIC

*Of or relating to an economy, the
production and management of
wealth(money), or other primarily fiscal
issues, people, or events

“how people use resources to meet
their needs

Are there jobs or businesses? What
kind of technology can you observe?
Is there an exchange of goods and/or
services? Is there poverty or wealth?

SOCIAL

*Of or relating to human society, the
interaction of individual groups, or
other primarily cultural or social
issues, people, or events

“the way people live together & relate
to one another

What do you observe about the
culture and the people? Ex. language,
religion, gender roles, ethnic groups,
food, music, clothing, family structure

POLITICAL
“Of or relating to the government
and/or politics, or other primarily
legal or political issues, people, or
events
“the way people choose leaders and
govern nations

Can you see the influence of the
government on the place? Things like
public buildings, police, infrastructure,
public transportation? Does the
influence of the government affect
people’s lives in this place?

EnVIRONMENTAL

*Of or relating to natural and
manmade environments

“the way people depend and
adapt/modify the natural features of
the Earth

What is the climate, topography, like?
The vegetation, animals, natural
resources? What is the influence of the
natural environment on the people?
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Task #2

Map Labeling:

As a prerequisite to the course, AP Human Geography students are expected to enter
class with a basic understanding of the physical and political geography of the world,
including the locations of the continents and oceans, the arrangement of world
regions, and the locations of certain countries found within each of these regions.
Students are to label and study these locations in order to pass an assessment of
their knowledge. The completed maps will be turned in on the first day of school for
a grade! Students will be tested on the “Regions of the World” during the first week
of school.

1. World Continents and Oceans

Continents: Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, South America
Oceans: Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, Southern
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2. Regions of the World

WORLD REGIONS- A BIG PICTURE VIEW: |dentify each of the following regions: Africa, Antarctica,
Asia, Central America, Europe, North America, Oceania, Russian Federation, South America,
Sub-Saharan Africa

WORLD REGIONS- A CLOSER LOOK: Identify each of the following regions: Australia, Brazil, Canada, Caribbean,
Central Africa, Central Asia, East Africa, East Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America, Melanesia, Micronesia, Middle
East, North Africa, Polynesia, Siberia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, Southern Africa, United States, Western Europe,

West Africa
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3. FOCUS COUNTRIES
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